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cile the contradictory instructions of his mistress.
" When her Majesty is pressed to the marriage,"
Walsingham said in a letter to Burghley, " then she
seemeth to affect a league; and when the league is
yielded to, then she liketh better a marriage; and
when thereupon she is moved to assent to marriage,
then she hath recourse to the league; and when the
motion for the league or any request for money is
made, then her Majesty returneth to the marriage."

Affairs being in this fluctuating condition, the
Duke of Anjou thought it well to come and plead
his own cause. He reached London on the 1st of
November, and was gaily entertained during three
months. Sidney appears not to have taken much
part in the entertainments. As has been noted, he
was at Wilton at Christmas, and there was no inter-
change of New Year's gifts between him and the
Queen. But he was at Whitehall on the 1st of Feb-
ruary, 1582, when Anjou quitted London, the Queen
herself riding with him as far as Canterbury, and
several of her chief courtiers escorting him all the
way to Antwerp.

The Earl of Leicester, Lord Hunsdon, and Lord
Howard took the lead in this party, and with them
were Mr. Philip Sidney, Mr. Walter Raleigh, Mr.
Fulke Greville, Mr. Edward Dyer, and a host of
others. They were met at Flushing by Prince Wil-
liam of Orange, and deputies from all the neighbour-
ing cities, who came to welcome the bridegroom-elect
of the English Queen and the man who was expected
to prove himself the saviour of the Netherlands.

Reaching Antwerp on the ipth of February, the
son of Catherine de'Medici, the wretch of whom his